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Why translate using MediaWiki?

Way back in 2004, MediaWiki was already there, and 
Niklas Laxström had an itch to scratch 

I.e. it wasn’t given much thought 

We still don’t regret it 

Started as a set of patches on MediaWiki core 

Versioning and tracking included for free 

Most translators already knew MediaWiki
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translatewiki.net 
Using MediaWiki for localisation

translatewiki.net the localisation platform 
for translation communities, language 
communities, and free and open source 
projects 

Supports online and offline translation for 
MediaWiki and other software

http://translatewiki.net
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translatewiki.net 
Using MediaWiki for localisation

http://translatewiki.net
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translatewiki.net 
Using MediaWiki for localisation

6.000 registered translators 

25 free and open source projects 

48.000 translatable strings 

440 active translators per month 

55.000 translations per month 

translators do not handle files

http://translatewiki.net
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translatewiki.net 
Supported file types

Android XML 

Apache Cocoon (WIP) 

Gettext 

JSON 

Java properties 

JavaScript

Localizable.strings (WIP) 

PHP arrays 

PHP variables 

Python 

XLIFF 

YAML

http://translatewiki.net
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userbase.kde.org 
Multilingual user documentation



FOSDEM 2014 | Crowdsourced translation using MediaWiki | February 1, 2014 | Siebrand Mazeland | CC-BY-SA 3.0

userbase.kde.org 
Multilingual user documentation

Over 800 translatable pages of user documentation 

More than 20.000 translatable strings 

Pages with translations in up to 31 languages 

Relatively low translation volume 

~500 translations per week
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techbase.kde.org 
Multilingual developer documentation

Currently there are 4.000 translatable strings
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Translation of texts that change 
Need to track changes to source text
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Wikimedia wikis 
Multilingual communication and documentation

Meta-Wiki 

Wikimedia Commons 

MediaWiki.org 

WikiData 

Wikimania wiki 

A few more specialised 
wikis (5 or so)

~14.500 strings 

~3.500 strings 

~4.500 strings 

~2.300 strings 

~300 strings 

A few more specialised 
wikis (5 or so)
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Translation volume 
on Wikimedia wikis and translatewiki.net

translatewiki.net 2.9M
Meta-Wiki 1.4M
MediaWiki.org 500k
Wikidata 230k
From 2013-11-14 to 2013-12-13, number of characters

This is the equivalent of about 2.000 pages of A4

http://translatewiki.net
http://translatewiki.net
http://MediaWiki.org
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Next step 
Content translation for Wikipedia and Wikivoyage

Extremely large potential 

Nearly 31M topic pages with relatively little overlap 

286 languages
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Wikipedia content translation 
Opportunities

Wikimedia already has 75.000 active editors 

Many potential new editors have trouble finding an area 
to contribute in 

Content worthwhile translating will already be of high 
value (otherwise someone wouldn’t invest time in 
translating it)
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Wikipedia content translation 
Threats

Presumably highly dependent on good quality 
bootstrapping by existing machine translation suppliers 

Google, Microsoft, Yandex, Apertium implementations 
have to be on-boarded 

Users will demand „professional grade translation tools” 

The assumption is that most translators will be drive by 
translators that only need a minimum number of features 
as more features will alienate them and scare them off, 
a.k.a. perfect is the enemy of good
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Wikipedia content translation 
Prototype entry point
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Wikipedia content translation 
Prototype translation interface
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Content translation 
When can I test it?

Prototypes: 

https://www.mediawiki.org/wiki/Content_translation 

Currently in early development by the Wikimedia 
Language Engineering team 

git: http://is.gd/ContentTrans 

Gerrit: http://is.gd/ContentTransGerrit

http://is.gd/ContentTrans
http://is.gd/ContentTransGerrit
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Discussion, questions & ... 
siebrand@translatewiki.net

Shameless plug 

Wikimedia is hiring! 

jobs.wikimedia.org

mailto:siebrand@translatewiki.net?subject=
http://jobs.wikimedia.org

