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Education
● Computer Scientist
● Physician
● Genomics & Medical Genetics

Activism
● Social Medicine
● Animal Rights

Luis Falcón
Founder, GNU Solidario

Author of GNU Health
falcon@gnuhealth.org

About Luis

mailto:falcon@gnuhealth.org


FOSDEM 2024. Public Code and Digital Public Goods devroom. 
GNU Health. Incorporating Digital Public Goods in the European healthcare system

The GNU Health project
Luis Falcón (CC-BY-SA-4.0)

Gerald Wiese – Computer Scientist
– - Scientific Employee at Leibniz University Hannover (Germany)
– - Working on Ansible deployment: https://docs.gnuhealth.org/ansible/
– - Host of GNU Health Con & Orthanc Con 2023

About Gerald

https://docs.gnuhealth.org/ansible/
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Non-profit organization

– Works globally

– Focused on Social Medicine

– Fights for the right of human and nonhuman animals

– The organization behind GNU Health

– Promotes Libre Software and Open Science

GNU Solidario
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GNU Solidario around the globe
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Chosen by Research Institutions, Hospitals, Labs around the globe
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Hospital Management Information System (HMIS)

Core of GNU Health: Client Server Architecture
– Based on Tryton (Enterprise Resource Planning Tool)
– Written in Python, using PostgreSQL database backend
– Adding modules to Tryton for hospital functionalities
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GNU Health HMIS component
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Strong reporting engine
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Dx Imaging: GNU Health + Orthanc PACS 
Server

...

Integration with Orthanc DICOM Server
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GNU Health ecosystem components
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MyGNUHealth 2.0 released at #GNU40!
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Integration into the GNU Health Federation

Nodes Message Server Information System

Every person is a node in the GNU Health Federation

Uniquely identified

The person is a member of the public health system

Information shared in real time with their health professional

Privacy: Person is in control of what to share
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Chosen as real time epidemiological observatory
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GNU Health declared Digital Public Good
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  GH at the European Commission (JoinUP / OSOR since 2011) 
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     Software, Hardware, Devices and Software as a Medical Device
Public Money, 
Public Code !

https://health.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2021-03/
md_mdcg_2021_mdsw_en_0.pdf
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GNU Health Hospital Management is not a medical device

https://health.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2021-03/
md_mdcg_2021_mdsw_en_0.pdf

Hospital Information Systems

Electronic Medical Records
Are not Medical Devices

(nor Software as a Medical Device)
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Regulations,Transparency and Adoption
Proprietary software in public healthcare is a 
contradiction

European Public administration should run entirely on 
Free/Libre Software
Public Hospitals in Europe run closed-source / private 
HMIS / electronic health record 
Too much bureaucracy and lack of funding for Free 
Software projects
 
Need pilot projects to show that successful 
implementations of GNU Health and Orthanc in other 
parts of the world can be replicated in the European 
Public health system
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Public Money, Public Code!
Public Money, 
Public Code !

https://publiccode.eu/en/
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GNU Health is a social project, with a bit of technology behind

Santiago del Estero, Argentina, 2006
(Initial project)

“Medicine is a social 
science, and politics is 
nothing else but medicine on 
a large scale”

Rudolf Virchow

www.gnuhealth.org

info@gnuhealth.org

@gnuhealth@mastodon.social
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