
1LP Liquid Prompt

Yes, we can 
drastically rethink 

the design of
a shell prompt
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—
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2LP Prompts



3LP Shell Prompts

▶ Everyday's Command Line Interface
▶ Defaults (at most) to: [nojhan@fosdem:~]$
▶ Purpose:

▸ Indicate where you are (ex. dir)
▸ Warn when problems are coming (ex. space)
▸ Follow state of work (ex. git)

mailto:nojhan@fosdem


4LP Where is my mind?



5LP 7 Prompts



6LP Features

https://github.com/liquidprompt/liquidprompt/wiki/Why

https://github.com/liquidprompt/liquidprompt/wiki/Why


7LP Design axes
▶ focused: targets states that are actually useful to 
the user during a work session,

▶ seamless: does not product friction with the user 
workflow,

▶ scoped: targets states that can change,
▶ measured: embraces the fact that some states change 
less often than others,

▶ accentuated: makes more visible the feedback for more 
important state changes,

▶ configurable.

https://github.com/liquidprompt/liquidprompt/wiki/Why

https://github.com/liquidprompt/liquidprompt/wiki/Why


8LP Design

https://github.com/liquidprompt/liquidprompt/wiki/Why

https://github.com/liquidprompt/liquidprompt/wiki/Why


9LP Example — Oh-My-Posh



10LP Much Information!

https://github.com/nojhan/lp-solid

https://github.com/nojhan/lp-solid


11LP We Can Do Better
▶ Important information first
▶ Help visual parsing
▶ Avoid list of segments
▶ Be colorblind-friendly
▶ Avoid psychedelic rainbows
▶ Avoid text overload
▶ Use logical sequences
▶ Semantic thresholds



12LP Liquid Prompt / DotMatrix

▶ https://github.com/nojhan/lp-dotmatrix

https://github.com/nojhan/lp-dotmatrix


13LP LiquidPrompt / DotMatrix

https://github.com/nojhan/lp-dotmatrix

https://github.com/nojhan/lp-dotmatrix


14LP Important information first

▶ Prioritize based on location on screen
▸ more stability, thus easier to spot changes

▶ 2 colors for important states changes

Who? Where? Sensors

Stable config

Remote Local Important



15LP Help visual parsing
▶ Consistent segments

▶ Section Line



16LP colorblind-friendly



17LP Colors contrast

▶ ANSI colorspace
▸ 256 colors
▸ 3bred x 3bgreen x 2bblue

▶ Tool to test AAA/AA contrast
▸ One color over all
▸ Pair of colors



18LP Avoid text overload
▶ Use negative spaces



19LP Use logical sequences

▶ GIT:

▸ from right (local repo)

▸ to left (remote repo)



20LP Semantic thresholds

▶ Normal
▶ Note
▶ Warning



21LP

DotMatrix

localhost
logged│ home
┌┴┐┌┴┐┌┴┐

X██ █⌂  ~  
━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━
△ 

├┘
no-internet

admin remote dirstack detached suspended
X su │ tmux │ RO VCS root cwd │ recall batt load temp │ bg │shell time
├┐┌┴┐┌─┴─┐┌┴┐┌──┴──┐┌┴┐ ┌─────┴─────┐ ┌───┴────┐ ┌┴┐├┐ ┌┴─┐┌─┴─┐┌─┴┐ ┌┴┐┌┴┐┌┴┐┌┴┐ ┌───┴───┐

X██root██server█ ~ ╱ code ╱ liquidprompt ╱ theme ╱ dotmatrix █2 24%╱1.68╱90° 3d╱2&╱1z b  15:20:34
━ scl0 ┃ scl1 ━ venv ━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━ ls -al ┃ git ━
  ±  ➒  main:feat╱v0.1  +➁ ╱- ⁺⑳  ✞╱⛶ ╱detached 20s  125  

└─┬──┘ └─┬─┘
├┘ └┬┘ ├┘└──┬┘└─┬──┘└─┬┘└─┬─┘ ├┘└───┬───┘└┬┘└┬┘└───┬───┘└┬─┘ └─┬─┘ ├┘ last most
│ VCS push!│ │bookmark │ commit! │ stash │ head st. Runtime │ sudo
itnet commits branch tag diff untracked error

ssh
txt│ guest FQDN chroot shorten
├┐┌┴┐┌──┴───┐ ┌────┴─────┐┌┴┐ ┌┴┐

T █rycieos host.fq.dn █ ~ ╱ code ╱ … ╱ files   
━ pyenv ━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━
△█1  

├┘└┬┘
pull! shell-level

Tag
│ telnet chroot + RO warning recall too much
├┐┌─┴─┐ ┌─┴──┐ ┌┴┐ ┌─┴─┐

T █nojhan host █ ~ ╱ code ╱ … ╱ here    3d  15:20:34
GIT ━ devtoolset-8 ━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━
  ±  main  +➁ ╱- ⁺⑳   

└┬┘ └───┬───┘
proxy too much

Generic example:

X██ █⌂  ~ ╱ code ╱ liquidprompt ╱ theme ╱ dotmatrix    5d  15:20:34
━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━
  ±  ≠  dotmatrix  ≠  ✞  

https://github.com/nojhan/lp-dotmatrix

@nojhan@mamot.fr

More thoughts about the 
design of Liquid Prompt:
https://github.com/liquidprompt/
liquidprompt/wiki/Why#design

https://github.com/nojhan/lp-dotmatrix
https://github.com/liquidprompt/liquidprompt/wiki/Why#design
https://github.com/liquidprompt/liquidprompt/wiki/Why#design


22LP



23LP More Git



24LP DotVector

▶ One liner



25LP Themes — Liquid Prompt
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