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ROS is great for academia and industry...

But spare-time hobby roboticists have different needs: 

● Budget constraint
● Have "something move" as fast as possible
● High level platform for new behaviors. 

Want to offer insights into what problems a hobby roboticist encounters, and 
introduce a new ROS package for an affordable robot to make robotics easier 
to get into!



Robotics on a budget

€739,- €3.206,50 €95,-



Have "something 
move" as fast as 
possible

Thanks to The Construct for making great tutorials!



High level platform

Hobbyists want to be creative, 
not debug their ROS stack...

Instead of learning how to map 
your house with a laser scanner, 
start with waypoints relative to 
your robot?



High level platform

We need more tools 
such as FoxGlove to 
get insights into our 
stack!



VIAM Rover ROS package



Conclusions

● Lowering the entry bar into 
robotics will boost the whole 
industry

● I hope the VIAM rover can be an 
affordable start to your robotics 
journey and lower the bar into 
this hobby!



Conclusions

https://github.com/rmeertens/viam-rover-ros Roland Meertens


