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Modern Slavery: A Global Challenge

Source: Walk Free

It impacts millions of people 
worldwide, and it is estimated that at 
least 28 million people are in forced 
labour.

The products we buy connect us to 
modern slavery, as forced labour 
persists in the supply chains of many 
industries.



Modern Slavery: Key Actions

Image by vectorjuice on Freepik

Strong modern slavery legislation in 
place that protects all workers in supply 
chains and hold companies accountable.

Companies must ensure supply chain 
transparency to identify and address risks 
of modern slavery.

Companies must engage in combating 
modern slavery by taking responsibility 
for their operations and partnerships.

https://www.freepik.com/free-vector/legal-statement-court-notice-judge-decision-judicial-system-lawyer-attorney-studying-papers-cartoon-character-mortgage-debt-legislation_10780023.htm#fromView=search&page=1&position=2&uuid=e0f861dc-138c-43dc-8aa8-aa91491cde44&query=legislation


Modern Slavery Acts

The UK Modern Slavery Act 2015 and Australian Modern Slavery Act 2018 
were one of the first laws to specifically address modern slavery. 

● require companies above revenue thresholds to produce annual modern 
slavery statements. 

● aim to increase transparency in global supply chains and hold companies 
accountable for modern slavery risks.

Other laws addressing modern slavery: The Supply Due Diligence Act (Germany), Corporate Sustainability 
Due Diligence Directive (European Union), Uyghur Forced Labor Prevention Act (United States), California 
Transparency in Supply Chains Act, Norwegian Transparency Act. 



Beyond Compliance: analyzing 
Modern Slavery Statements



What is beyond compliance?

Since 2016, Wikirate and Walk Free have 
partnered to analyze Modern Slavery 
Statements using a set of 21 criteria. 

2’090 statements have been assessed 
since the start of the project. 

Photo credit: Grace Forrest



Research question

Are companies treating the 
statements as a box-ticking 
exercise

or are they reporting 
comprehensively and going 
beyond compliance?

Designed by Freepik.

https://www.freepik.com/free-vector/hand-drawn-step-illustration_37512648.htm#fromView=search&page=1&position=1&uuid=876df86b-51c8-4ee1-bf11-ca83cb294b6b&query=stepping+up


How do we do it?
ingredients for open and 
community-powered research



An Open, Collaborative Approach

● Community building and Crowdsourcing

● Accessible metrics 

● Open and Transparent Methodology

● Open-data approach

● Empowerment through Education
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https://www.freepik.com/free-vector/team-work-concept-illustration_358252749.htm


Community building

● Passionate and knowledgeable volunteers in our partner’s network.

● Training on the metrics and induction to the platform.  

● Regular catch-ups, Slack channel.

● Contributors acknowledgement in reports and external communications. 

Image by pch.vector on Freepik

https://www.freepik.com/free-vector/employees-giving-hands-helping-colleagues-walk-upstairs_7732609.htm


Research process

● Comprehensive and clear 
methodologies for assessments. 

● Allocate companies among 
contributors. 

● Collect data and researchers’ 
comments in one place. 

● Peer reviews & Quality assurance. 

Refine methodologies as needed based 
on contributors’ feedback
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https://www.freepik.com/free-vector/software-code-testing-concept-illustration_21532463.htm#query=open-source&position=40&from_view=search&track=sph&uuid=3d497da8-866b-4bab-a01a-72fcb7b860e1


wikirate.org

An open data platform that 

brings corporate 

Environmental, Social and 

Governance (ESG) data 

together in one place, making it 

accessible, comparable and 

free for all.



Research

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1xZatYHHZHZtUhGk6nAER1nym6EA9O_kh/preview


Verification

https://docs.google.com/file/d/17g9WCYWwPP89Wn-p9TY_yzX9XZviY4mY/preview


Calculated metrics

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1-BKV4W3Wwd6Mpab8i_XSYQRWCsnq4eXD/preview


What did we find?



Research question

Are companies treating the 
statements as a ticking-box 
exercise

or are they reporting 
comprehensively and going 
beyond compliance?

Designed by Freepik.

https://www.freepik.com/free-vector/hand-drawn-step-illustration_37512648.htm#fromView=search&page=1&position=1&uuid=876df86b-51c8-4ee1-bf11-ca83cb294b6b&query=stepping+up


Findings

Compliance gap:
75% of companies fail to meet their reporting 
obligations under the relevant MSA legislation.

Absence of worker centric policies: 
88% of statements do not disclose direct worker 
remediation policies.

Lack of transparency: 
50% of statements disclosed no information on the 
company’s supply chains; 86% do not report 
incidents. 

Overlooked modern slavery risks:
52% of companies have not identified any modern 
slavery risks within their operations and supply 
chains.

Limited reach beyond first tier: 
74% of companies do not have a modern slavery 
policy that applies to stakeholders beyond the 1st 
tier of their supply chain.

Lack of remediation policies:
51% of companies do not disclose having 
remediation policies in place to respond to 
incidents of modern slavery.



How are the data used?
Building data dashboards
and advocating for change



BEYOND COMPLIANCE
in partnership with WALK FREE

https://www.walkfree.org/


Impact
What is the impact of the 
beyond compliance project?



Shaping Policy

Data-driven recommendations by Walk 
Free shaped UK and Australian Modern 
Slavery Act reviews, with several adopted 
in Australia.
 
Results used in advocacy efforts on 
Corporate Sustainability Due Diligence 
Directive (CSDDD) adoption.
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https://www.freepik.com/free-vector/female-lawyer-concept-illustration_380617246.htm


Shaping Business Practices

Data on UK companies responses were 
leveraged to inform updates to the UK 
MSA guidance through the UK Forced 
Labour Forum. 

Facilitating engaged businesses 
improving reporting and due diligence 
processes. 
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https://www.freepik.com/free-vector/organic-flat-csr-concept-illustrated_13442208.htm


What the future holds?

Integrating Mila - Quebec AI Institute 
annotated dataset of 5,000 fully 
assessed Australian modern slavery 
statements.

Integrating Mila's AI model into our 
pipeline to automate the assessment of 
new statements, as part of a pilot project 
to scale up research.
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https://www.freepik.com/free-vector/brain-with-digital-circuit-programmer-with-laptop-machine-learning-artificial-intelligence-digital-brain-artificial-thinking-process-concept-vector-isolated-illustration_11668759.htm#query=artificial%20intelligence&position=49&from_view=search&track=ais&uuid=f7f2e259-4382-4cdc-9c86-8909a0dc3c8c


How to contribute?

● Sign up to volunteer for Wikirate

● Projects looking for contributors

● Contact us - to share ideas, form 

partnerships or get support

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1knTzZPLSRMhdvU_jX544JWxihIyBbFiSb9jkBXy1NIo/viewform?edit_requested=true
https://spiffy-delivery-3cb.notion.site/Volunteering-opportunities-c2aa2929810c42f4a5aac5c471f7ba76
https://wikirate-intl.org/Contact_Us


How to contribute?

Wikirate is an open source project, written 
in ruby! Check-out our GitHub repository 
and get started with wikirate and decko.

Create your own dashboards.
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https://github.com/wikirate/wikirate
https://github.com/decko-commons/decko
https://www.freepik.com/free-vector/software-code-testing-concept-illustration_21532463.htm#query=open-source&position=40&from_view=search&track=sph&uuid=3d497da8-866b-4bab-a01a-72fcb7b860e1


Thank you.
Stay connected.

Vasiliki Gkatziaki
Data Engineer

vasso@wikirate.org

E-mail: info@wikirate.org 
LinkedIn: linkedin.com/company/wikirate 
GitHub: github.com/wikirate 
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