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What is WriteFreely?
● Minimalist blogging platform made just for writing

● Licensed AGPL

● Written in Go (golang)

● Easy to install and maintain (single static binary)

● Runs on very limited resources

● Built around plain text / Markdown

● Web, RSS, email subscriptions, ActivityPub, Gopher

● Backed by SQLite or MySQL / MariaDB



What is WriteFreely?
Can be set up for a single user.

https://journal.paoloamoroso.com


What is WriteFreely?
…or configured for a community, organization, etc.

https://people.kernel.org/read


from:
https://writefreely.org/
start

https://writefreely.org/start
https://writefreely.org/start










Further configuration

● Switch to rich text editor

● Allow multiple blogs per user

● Federate each post as a Note instead of Article

● Bulk email provider (currently only Mailgun)

● Sign-ups: open, invite-only, closed

● OAuth provider (Slack, Gitlab, Gitea, generic)

● Completely private

More examples:



WriteFreely in the fediverse

Anyone on Mastodon, etc. 

can follow a WriteFreely 

blog, receive posts in their 

feed, and interact with it 

directly.







WriteFreely in the fediverse

Hashtagged posts show up in 

searches on other platforms



WriteFreely in the fediverse
● Images show up on other platforms

● Mention other fediverse users from a WriteFreely 

post (e.g. @matt@writing.exchange) – it’ll link to 

their profile and they’ll be notified

● Readers can like posts, and author will see a total 

number of likes on WriteFreely

● Readers can boost blog posts if a platform allows, 

though the author isn’t notified on WriteFreely



Joining the fediverse



● Launched in 2015

● Focused on simplicity, privacy

● Foundation for WriteFreely

● Now our flagship instance



Implemented 
ActivityPub in 2018



write freely



…it was a little 
painful



Implementing ActivityPub
● Little documentation outside of the spec

● Properties can be any type (string, object, array)

● Most platforms conform to how Mastodon 

implements ActivityPub

● Few pre-built libraries



Used go-fed library

https://github.com/go-fed/activity


A blog post on how to do the basics

https://blog.joinmastodon.org/2018/07/how-to-make-friends-and-verify-requests/


it’s not so simple…



● Hosts 500k+ users and 5.5 million+ posts

● Subset of federated blogs have 10k+ followers collectively

● …but they’ve still managed to take down the entire platform



Growing pains
Fediverse accounts with large followings would cause 

downtime and dropped requests when boosting WriteFreely 

posts.

Solution: caching on commonly-requested endpoints (actor, 

inbox, post)



Growing pains
Blog followers were on instances with different uptimes and 

slow response times.

Quick solution: slightly longer timeouts, parallel requests 

instead of serial

Long-term solution: implement a queue for making 

requests, with retries



Growing pains
New platforms join the fediverse with varying levels of 

compatibility.

Solution: file a bug report



What’s next?



What’s next?
Full two-way communication with the fediverse!

● Can accept replies

● Moderation and safety is huge

● Hope to support short and long-form comments from 

WriteFreely



What’s next?
Better long-form Article support?

● Attempted with Read.as in 2018

● Hometown (Mastodon fork)

● Long-form readers: Ghost, Flipboard

● Support from major fediverse platforms

https://github.com/hometown-fork/hometown


What’s next?
Slow, steady improvements



Want to help?
● Join our forum: discuss.write.as

● Contribute: writefreely.org/contribute

● Roadmap: writefreely.org/tasks

http://discuss.write.as
http://writefreely.org/contribute
http://writefreely.org/tasks


Thank you!
Matt Baer
m: @matt@writing.exchange
e: matt@write.as

WriteFreely
https://writefreely.org

Write.as
https://write.as

https://writing.exchange/@matt
mailto:matt@write.as
https://writefreely.org
https://write.as

