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Code is different from other 
content. Its functional 
purpose creates unique 
considerations for platform 
moderation. 

● Copyright
● Dual-use
● Network effects of 

takedowns



- Functional purpose 
- Independent 

duplication 
- Open source sharing
- Filtering false positives 

Case study: EU Copyright Directive

Code has 
different 
copyright 
concerns.



Case study:    
Security research  

Case study: 
Deepfake NCII and 
disinformation 
policy

Code has 
dual-use 
applications.
Supporting legitimate and 
beneficial research while 
disallowing harmful misuse



Moderating 
code 
requires 
careful 
deliberation 
of context 
and network 
effects.

Case study: youtube-dl



Moderating a developer community

Developer 
community and open 
source norms

Platform moderation 
beyond takedowns

Encouraging 
community content 
moderation



Case study: xz 
backdoor



New Frontiers for 
Content Moderation

AI
AI developer tools 

Model hosting

Scaling moderation
One billion developers on 
GitHub by 2030



Get in touch with us
Collaborate on site 
policies

- 30 day 
notice-and-comment 
period for substantive 
site policy changes 

- Provide feedback via 
pull request or opening 
an issue in our 
site-policy repo 

Open an issue in our 
developer-policy repo

Share public policy issues of 
concern to developers

Email us 
policy@github.com




