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Founded in 2008 - 8.7k stars on GitHub



What is 
BigBlueButton

(1/3)

As described by the community 
sometimes:

BigBlueButton is the free, open 
source equivalent of Zoom



What is 
BigBlueButton

(2/3)

As described by the community 
sometimes:

BigBlueButton is the free, open 
source equivalent of Zoom

Zoom is the paid, closed 
source equivalent of 
BigBlueButton

(we came first!)



What is 
BigBlueButton

(3/3)

BigBlueButton is a virtual 
classroom that provides 
built-in tools for active 
learning and live analytics to 
ensure every student learns.

BigBlueButton is FOSS.

It’s built-into Moodle, Canvas, 
Chamilio, Open Social, and 
many other platforms.



4,000 BigBlueButton Servers - 2000 (Baden-Württemberg)



Success as a product!



Product ⟶ Platform
?



We want to be a 
platform as well!

But …

Extending BigBlueButton in 2.7

1. Modify the source code
2. Build custom packages
3. Deploy a server with these 

custom packages
4. Re-apply changes for every 

new BigBlueButton release



BigBlueButton 3.0
Extending BigBlueButton in 3.0

Plugin architecture!
1. Create a plugin (we have a 

SDK).
2. Host it locally or externally.
3. Enable the plugin via the 

session creation API call.
4. Developer happiness ensues



What can a client 
plugin do?

Access real-time session data via 
predefined methods or custom 
GraphQL queries.

Enable real-time user interactions – 
exchange information dynamically 
within a session.

Query and control the UI – check its 
state and perform actions on behalf of 
users.

Customize chat rendering to match 
your needs.

And much more!



Plugins that will 
ship in 
BigBlueButton 3.0

1. Pick Random User – Select random 
user is now a plugin

2. Write closed captions - Enable a 
stenographer to add live captions

3. Share Website link as Content - 
Have users all view the same content 
within main area

4. Code Highlight - Highlight pasted 
code in chat

more …



#1 - Pick Random User



#2 - Write closed captions



#3 - Share Website Link as Content



Potential examples
AI-Powered Transcription – Generate 
real-time captions and meeting 
summaries.

CRM & LMS Integration – Pull up 
customer details from CRM platforms 
during meetings.

Telemedicine & Health – Enhance 
virtual consultations with secure 
document sharing and appointment 
scheduling.

Educational – Integrate educational 
apps into BigBlueButton (we are working 
on H5P)



How can you build a 
plugin?

1⃣ Clone the SDK repository.

2⃣ Select a sample plugin as a starting point.

3⃣ Customize the sample code to fit your 
needs.

4⃣ Build the plugin using the provided 
command.

5⃣ Host the generated JavaScript bundle and 
manifest file on an HTTPS server.

6⃣ Enable the plugin by adding the manifest file 
URL in the meeting creation API call.

= 🚀 Your plugin is now live!



Plugin SDK Repository



SDK provides lots of 
starter examples



Show me the code



Join our community!



Summary

BigBlueButton 3.0 offers a 
new plugin architecture for 
easily extending its 
capabilities.

You can build upon us! 

Integrate BigBlueButton into 
your FOSS project and build 
upon our 16+ years 
experience.



BigblueButton 3.0 
Plugins

FOSS FTW!

https://github.com/bigbluebutton
/bigbluebutton-html-plugin-sdk

https://bigbluebutton.org/  

https://github.com/bigbluebutton/bigbluebutton-html-plugin-sdk
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