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OASIS OpenDocument Technical Committee (TC)
Voting Members

• Patrick Durusau [OASIS TC chair & editor] (freelancer)

• Svante Schubert [OASIS TC chair & editor] (freelancer)    

• Francis Cave [OASIS TC secretary & editor] (freelancer)

• Michael Stahl [OASIS TC editor] (allotropia)

• Regina Henschel (TDF)

• Alfred Hellstern (Microsoft)

• Prof. Andreas Guelzow (worked on Gnumeric - left mid 2023)

https://www.oasis-open.org/committees/tc_home.php?wg_abbrev=office 

https://www.oasis-open.org/committees/tc_home.php?wg_abbrev=office
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Basics
What is a Standard?

• A standard is a blueprint like a cooking recipe!

• A standard creates interoperability (e.g. DINA4)

• A standard improves reusability

• A standard prevents Lock-In-Effect

• A standard is lowering costs  (e.g. share tests & validator)
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ODF Toolkit
Status

• ODF Toolkit Release overdue (usually one end-of-year)

• ODF Reference Implementation by ODFDOM possible

• ODF Toolkit Code generation blocking 1.0 release

https://github.com/tdf/odftoolkit 

https://github.com/tdf/odftoolkit
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OASIS and ISO ODF Standard
Status

• ODF 1.3 was published (27. April 2021)

• ISO standard ODF 1.3 is “in the queue”

• OASIS ODF 1.4 standard is “in the queue”

– Awaiting further reference implementations 
aside Microsoft 365 apps ODF 1.4 support

• Work on ODF 1.5 standard has started!

https://www.oasis-open.org/committees/tc_home.php?wg_abbrev=office 

https://insider.microsoft365.com/en-us/blog/microsoft-365-apps-now-support-opendocument-format-1-4
https://www.oasis-open.org/committees/tc_home.php?wg_abbrev=office
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Larger Innovation still possible?
Too much maintenance?
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Basics
What is Semantik & Syntax?

• Semantic (Wine) described by Syntax/Language (wine/vino)
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Syntax Bindings
 Connecting Semantik & Syntax (EU eInvoice)
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Connecting Semantic with Syntax
Syntax Binding (EU e-invoice) (~400 pages of buyable PDF tables)

https://www.evs.ee/en/cen-ts-16931-3-2-2020

https://www.evs.ee/en/cen-ts-16931-3-2-2020


Svante Schubert

Connecting Semantic with Syntax
Syntax Binding (EU e-invoice) - extracted as XML from ODT tables using ODFDOM

x^^

https://github.com/svanteschubert/en16931-data-extractor

https://github.com/svanteschubert/en16931-data-extractor

https://github.com/svanteschubert/en16931-data-extractor
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ODF / OOXML Interoperability
Often adding OOXML functionality to ODF

• How about creating a Syntax Binding for ODF/OOXML?

• Starting to add define Semantics in ODF Spec

• Syntax was never the first citizen – Semantic is!

• Large Language Models draft Syntax Mappings

• Already in LO Code, unclear what’s missing!



Svante Schubert

ODF Runtime API
Syntax is filtered away, Semantic stays!

• All browsers have a Runtime DOM API! Most powerful! 

• Syntax is filtered away, Semantic stays!

• Have a Semantic DOM API (SDOM)

• Required to interoperable 
communicate changes across ODF Apps 

• One SDOM Change (one user change) 
mapped to list of LO API calls

• First Step:
   Make ODF Semantics/Features explicit in the ODF Spec

• BUT aim to embrace the complexity of OOXML
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Document Standards
API on Semantic & Syntax

• ODF XML only the final state of a document (load / save)

• ODF defines no state changes (e.g. column insertion in table) 

• No state changes == no API == no regression test at standard
  Like HTML/CSS ACID regression tests

 

 

http://acid3.acidtests.org/
http://acid3.acidtests.org/
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ODF API based Feature Testing
Gurantee Enterprise Functionality

1) Load Testdoc

2) Do ODF API (or equivalent GUI) change

3) Test with expectated Layout (e.g. bullets correct positioned?)

4) Save Testdoc

5) Test with expectated ODF XML



 Website:
https://odftoolkit.org/ 
https://tdf.github.io/odftoolkit/docs/ (latest)

 Sources: 
https://github.com/tdf/odftoolkit

 Online Validator (hosted by TDF) 
https://odfvalidator.org/ 

 ODF Specification
http://docs.oasis-open.org/office/OpenDocument/v1.3/os/

 ODF Specification Tooling
 https://github.com/oasis-tcs/odf-tc/

ODF Toolkit
Resources

https://odftoolkit.org/
https://tdf.github.io/odftoolkit/docs/
https://github.com/tdf/odftoolkit
https://odfvalidator.org/
http://docs.oasis-open.org/office/OpenDocument/v1.3/os/
https://github.com/oasis-tcs/odf-tc/

