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Glitch is the friendly place
where everyone builds the
web. Start a new blog, play
with React, or build new
worlds with







THE WEB I'VE LOVED

https://archive.org/details/magazine_rack




POSTMARKS

 first released in 2023
e social bookmarking

o _..but with ActivityPub



A BOOKMARKING LINEAGE
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A BOOKMARKING LINEAGE

*

web

Found 304904 results.

« earlier

Groupon Voice Guide

"This public Groupon Voice guide is a simplified version of our larger style guide. These principles are
intended to help new and applying writers learn Groupon's signature writing style."

inspiration writing guide voice web
46 minutes ago by santiesteban

A Comprehensive Guide to CSS Resets

design web _design web html html5 css css3 development resets code web 2.0 useful guides
59 minutes ago by mewmew

A call for quality HTMLS demo markup v Mozilla Hacks — the Web developer blog
html5 markup web programming
1 hour ago by ironymark

Electronic Frontier Foundation:

Google is poised to radically expand its book service, monitoring the digital books you search, the pages
you read, how long you spend on various pages, and even what you write down in the margins. Google
could then combine your reading habits with other information it has about you from other Google
services, creating a massive "digital dossier" about you, your interests, and your concerns. With
numerous reports of government efforts to compel online and offline booksellers to turn over records
about readers, the time is now for Google to pledge to protect reader privacy.

EFF Google privacy survellance reading web books big data mining Doctorow




A BOOKMARKING LINEAGE
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#activitypub
#blog_posts
#changelog
#default
#foss
#github
#postmarks

Postmarks

Latest bookmarks

Postmarks One-Month Update
5 Oct 2023 - motd.co

A blog post with updates about Postmarks in its first month of public availability, a
complete changelog, and some discussions of future work

#blog_posts #changelog #postmarks

Postmarks on Github
12 Sep 2023 - github.com

The current home for Postmarks' source code & development process
#activitypub #foss #github #postmarks

Postmarks - Getting Started
1 Sep 2023 - casey.kolderup.org

Some notes on setup and acknowledgements
#default #postmarks

Postmarks -Ethos
1 Sep 2023 - casey.kolderup.org

A short writeup about the influences and goals that led to the creation of Postmarks

#default #postmarks

About Search Login




PRODUCT PRINCIPLES



PRODUCT PRINCIPLES

single-user instances



PRODUCT PRINCIPLES

"old web" architecture



PRODUCT PRINCIPLES

interoperability with "the Fediverse"®



SINGLE-USER INSTANCE

ADVANTAGES

e QOrganizing as a group on a website takes work
* Inevitably, there is growth and decay

* Fediverse data migration is a work Iin progress



SINGLE-USER INSTANCE

ADVANTAGES

e bookmarks should be durable

* hosting one user strips away many kinds of complexity



"OLD WEB" ARCHITECTURE

ADVANTAGES

* server-side HTML generation
e HTML forms, minimal client JS

* no external services or dependencies



"OLD WEB" ARCHITECTURE

ADVANTAGES

* worked well for Glitch development!

e provided a public hosthname on the web



INTEROPERABILITY

ADVANTAGES
sastodon »

& Back

FediTest

Unfollow

Postmarks ..with complex protocols

@Updates postmarks.glitch.me ...SUCh aS the Fediverse.

PERSONAL NOTE

An ActivityPub bookmarking and sharing site built with Postmarks

- -
FediTest Complex I‘
Protocols /

‘QActMtyPub
-

m

Sep 01, 2023

Testing distributed, heterogeneous systems...

— FediDB

Search by domain or software...

TOTAL USERS
11,385,570

+578K since last month

TOTAL SERVERS
28,245

+605 since last month
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TOTAL MAU
1,128,367

+145K since last month

TOTAL POSTS
1,553,776,263

+19M since last month

Fediverse User Growth




INTEROPERABILITY

ADVANTAGES

* Potential new features like reviving the "Network" page



INTEROPERABILITY

COMPLEXITIES

* Increased visibility

* but unlike the other two principles, increases complexity



INTEROPERABILITY

COMPLEXITIES

* increased testing surface
* Importance of spec-following

* having to learn about other interpretations



THE FLATTENED WEB



EXAMINING THE TIMELINE

(@) Explore

Panic

¥ We program a lot of things in this office but none quite as frustrating as our
new sinks. yes, sinks.

the sink settings (!) are set with an infrared remote, which you have to place in

front of the faucet IR sensor — virtually guaranteeing it immediately gets drenched
in a spray of water. anywayyyy




IS A "BOOKMARK" A "NOTE"?

2y Postmarks
gl @updates@postmarks.glitch.me

Postmarks on Github
The current home for Postmarks' source code & development

process

Translate

GitHub
GitHub - ckolderup/postmarks: a single-use...

a single-user bookmarking website designed to live on the Fed...




TRAPPED IN THE TIMELINE

» does product design matter?

* why build a separate thing?



SOCIAL MEDIA HAS ONE SHAPE

e scrolling the flat web feels essential to being social right now



SOCIAL MEDIA HAS ONE SHAPE

* feeling resentful of context collapse
 still feel drawn to it despite that

e put It eats at me




WHAT TO DO

 walk away from interop as a principle?

 how to correct course reasonably instead?



WHAT TO DO

| still think ActivityPub is the future

e put it deserves more products that feel like it



WHAT TO DO

e can't escape tradeoffs
 put | also can't ignore them

e 5O What's next?



