
Cooklang: Hacking the 
Recipe Format

The way we write recipes hasn’t fundamentally changed in centuries. What if we could hack it?
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Why Cooking Shouldn’t Start with a 
Scrolling Marathon



Authentic “innovation”



The Recipe Black Hole: Why Sharing is 
Still a Mess



The Personalisation Problem: Do I Really 
Own My Recipes?

I don’t own my recipes. 

Want to remove garlic? Too bad—no easy way to do it. 

Adjust proportions to suit my taste? That’s a battle. 

Even with apps like Paprika, adding a recipe is a pain: 

Copy-paste chaos. 

Mobile UI that feels like a maze. 

What happens if the app shuts down?



The Recipe Paradox: Why Meal Planning 
Feels Harder Than Cooking???



The Great Wall of Culinary Chaos

Problem with finding good recipes 

Problem with storing recipes  

Problem with sharing 

Problem with personalisation 

Problem with brain fuel



The Surprisingly Modern Power of Plain 
Text

Recipes as plain text files: store, share and 
personalise 

Make computers work and save our brain 
fuel 

Small libraries what allow to reuse other’s 
work





…turn files into beautiful recipes



Cooklang: More Than a Format—A 
Growing Ecosystem



CLI Demo











cook.md recipe converter



Cooking with Control: How Cooklang 
Empowers Dietary Management

https://mgw.dumatics.com/a_diabetics_journal/Recipes/Snacks and Sides/recipe_008_low_carb_edamame_falafels.html#cooklang



Get involved 

Visit our web-site https://cooklang.org 

Visit our GitHub  https://github.com/Cooklang 

Join our Discord (link on web-site) 

Learn and experiment with playground, parsers, CLI, Obsidian plugin, ML… 

Contribute! Docs, Rust libraries, JS, ML, … all waits your contribution 

Contact me alexey@cooklang.org

https://cooklang.org
https://github.com/Cooklang
mailto:alexey@cooklang.org


Thanks! And happy cooking!


