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Free Software as the default  
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One source, multiple output formats

Custom txt
Reading text

Scribus

Presentation

Ebook





Room for improvement

What
● Automate as much as possible
● Reduce drawing by hand
● Translations via Weblate
● Support more output formats

● Kamishibai, dual-language, webbook
● Wide programming language support
● Reuse existing tools
● Automatic flow of text around images
● Translation-specific image links

How
● Split parsing and rendering
● Change to a standard source format
● Use fonts
● Adopt Weblate



CC-BY-NC 2.5, Randall Munroe, https://xkcd.com/927/



DocBook XML modeling

Basic structure
● Colophon
● Metadata (ISBN, author, etc.)
● Profiling for different output formats
● Anchors to mark slide transitions
● Alt-text for images

Extensions
● ITS translation structure
● XML Ids for reference
● Dropcap information (images, color)



Even more output formats

DocBook Reading text

Scribus

Presentation

Ebook

Markdown

HTML

ODT Document

Ebook

Braille

Subtitles

Scribus

Scribus (fonts) Print pdf

Custom txt



Scribus template

Text P08

Filling Scribus
Translated DocBook

Section (page) [sec-p08]

Paragraph

Media [img-ada-p08a]

Alt-text

Media [img-ada-p08b]

Alt-text

Paragraph

Image 
P08a

Image 
P08b

 sec-p08 

 img-ada-p08a 

 img-ada-p08b 

XSLT transform







.po gettext
(translated)

DocBook
(translated)

Translations

DocBook itstool

DocBook
(translated)

.po gettext

.po gettext
(translated)itstool

Weblate

Docbook XML Gettext Weblate
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CC-BY-SA-4.0

Ada racing with her electric skateboard for city 
sidewalks. Ada’s skateboard is blue, with gray and 
pink wheels; the electronic part is placed above the 
skateboard (as opposed to Zangemann’s 
skateboards where the electronic part is below). 
Ada is holding in both hands a remote control with a 
short antenna to maneuver it. Behind Ada are Marie 
and Toni who carry their own skateboards under 
their arms and look with amazement at Ada, who 
has shot past them and in front of them. Marie has 
dark long hair with two braids fastened with orange 
clips, yellow earrings, a fuchsia shirt with white 
sleeves with purple horizontal stripes, a white skirt, 
white and yellow sneakers, white socks, a white hat 
with yellow sides, and a light purple backpack. 
Marie has a blue artificial leg. Her skateboard is 
blue with yellow wheels. Toni has red hair closely 
trimmed on the sides. He is wearing a blue 
sweatshirt, dark green pants, and white shoes. He 
has a red backpack with white inserts and shoulder 
straps. One hand is next to his mouth...
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https://ada-zangemann.forge.apps.education.fr/



Upstream reporting
Scribus
● RTL language support ⏳
● Dropcaps in text frame
● Equal page resize
● Script support for validation ⏳
● More control over word breaks
● Support multiple fonts per style ⏳
● Accessibility support (PDF/UA) ⏳
Pandoc
● Literallayout is set as monospace ✅
● Last title element taken as book title ✅
● RTL output to ODT not working

Weblate
● Extract flags from gettext comments
Itstool
● No active maintainer
Libxslt
● XSLT 2.0 or 3.0 are not supported ❌
LibreTranslate
● Support more languages
SRT Equalizer
● Support additional quotation marks when 

splitting text ✅
● Provide srt-qualizer CLI command

https://git.fsfe.org/FSFE/ada-zangemann/src/branch/main/docs/upstream-issues.md 

https://git.fsfe.org/FSFE/ada-zangemann/src/branch/main/docs/upstream-issues.md




$ make help
Usage: make [target]

Tab completion is available to discover valid targets

Online documentation at https://git.fsfe.org/FSFE/ada-zangemann/src/branch/main/docs

Languages:
  en ar ca cs da de el eo es fa fr gl gsw_FR he hi hr hy id it ja kab ko nb nl nn pl pt_BR pt_PT ru sk sq sv ta uk

Build targets:  (use 'all' language to build for all languages)
  build/[lang].po                                                                Merged gettext translation file
  build/Ada_Zangemann-pure.[lang].dbk                                            Docbook without custom namespaces
  build/Ada_Zangemann.[lang].txt                                                 Plaintext
  build/Ada_Zangemann-pandoc.[lang].[html|md|odt]                                Output via Pandoc
  build/Ada_Zangemann-pandoc-text-only.[lang].[html|md|odt]                      Output without images via Pandoc
  build/Ada_Zangemann-print-headings-text.[lang].[sla|pdf]                       Book inside via Scribus
  build/Ada_Zangemann-coverhard-text.[lang].[sla|pdf]                            Hardcover cover via Scribus
  build/Ada_Zangemann-coversoft-216x216x4_728x3_175-text.[lang].[sla|pdf]        Softcover cover via Scribus
  build/Ada_Zangemann-screen.[lang].[pdf|mediumres.pdf|lowres.pdf]               Pdf for screen viewing
  build/Ada_Zangemann-screen-confidential.[lang].[pdf|mediumres.pdf|lowres.pdf]  Pdf for screen with watermark

Initiate a new language:
  build/[newlang].po

Commands:
  release          Key build targets for all languages
  clean            Remove build output
  status           Report of translations
  check-obsolete   Find old translation strings still in the files
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https://ada.fsfe.org/letters



t

https://ada.fsfe.org/drawings



https://ada.fsfe.org/movie

https://ada.fsfe.org/movie


New i18n editions ~3600€ 





Become part of it…

● Read it to others: https://git.fsfe.org/FSFE/ada-zangemann/src/branch/main/Pres
entations 

● Share your thoughts with others: https://sharepic.fsfe.org/#ada 
● Gift the book to others
● Feel free to include the ebook and movies as example files in installations at 

schools, universities, etc. 
● Organise screenings https://ada.fsfe.org/movie 
● Translate it: https://hosted.weblate.org/projects/fsfe/ada-zangemann/
● Help with automation
● Become an FSFE supporter: https://fsfe.org/support 
● …

https://git.fsfe.org/FSFE/ada-zangemann/src/branch/main/Presentations
https://git.fsfe.org/FSFE/ada-zangemann/src/branch/main/Presentations
https://sharepic.fsfe.org/#ada
https://ada.fsfe.org/movie
https://hosted.weblate.org/projects/fsfe/ada-zangemann/
https://fsfe.org/support


Become an FSFE supporter!

https://fsfe.org/support

https://fsfe.org/support




Thank you for your 
contributions to 
software freedom! <3





Please share it!
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