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• Open Web Wrangler @Automattic


• Creator and full time contributor to the ActivityPub plugin


• WordPress user since it was called b2 (~25 years)


• Contributor/Maintainer to/of several other IndieWeb/Fediverse Plugins (~20)



WordPress

• Founded 2003 (as a Fork of b2)


• A content management and blogging platform


• It powers 42.8% of all websites (source w3techs.com)


• > 60.000 plugins auf WordPress.org


• Open Source under the GPL


• Runs on classic LAMP stack

http://w3techs.com
http://WordPress.org


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fediverse

“The Fediverse is a collection of social networking services that can 
communicate with each other using a common protocol. Users of 
different websites can send and receive status updates, multimedia 
files and other data across the network. The term Fediverse is a 
portmanteau of federation and universe.”

⁂

Fediverse / Open Social Web



WordPress and the Fediverse



it all started 15 
years ago!



in action
https://notiz.blog/2011/01/02/federatedpress/


https://notiz.blog/2011/01/02/federatedpress/


when Mastodon 
entered the scene



a few moments later…
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design principles

• From a user’s perspective


• Reuse existing WordPress patterns wherever possible


• Work well out of the box


• “Decisions, not Options”


• From a developer’s perspective


• Provide a simple, well-defined internal API


• Stay close to the core requirements



installation



add plugins



onboarding



site-health





plugin functionality



Content type
determined by a few factors

• Length of the text


• Short posts (≤ 500 characters) are sent as Notes


• Longer posts are sent as Articles


• Presence of a headline



post-format
set the focus on specific 

attachment types









content warning 
and visibility 



preview



#hashtags 
@-replies



federated comments
…on my blog and mastodon



local vs federated replies



reactions



moderation



https://wordpress.org/blocks/

“Block components. No code. Just click 
and insert content.” 



how blocks work



followers
/followers



follow dialog
/follow



how does it look like?



Mastodon

pixelfed



Lemmy



for developers

• Event and Filter System


• Persistent Inbox/Outbox


• REST API Endpoints


• Transformers API


• Custom Post Type Support


• Actor Abstraction


• Signature Handling



hooks
actions and filters

https://github.com/Automattic/wordpress-activitypub/wiki/Hooks



inbox/outbox



APIs



some example implementations



the challenges



technical challenges

• (Shared) Hosting


• Other plugins (> 60.000)


• Limited or no DB Extensibility


• Comments != Posts


• Domain changes



general challenges

• ActivityPub != Crossposting


• The blogosphere lost its role as a social layer


• We trained users to rely on social networks for interaction


• WordPress is no social network!


• There are no network effects


• A federated WordPress feels like a single user mastodon instance



give it a try!



what comes next?



Full Social Web 
experience

https://activitypub.blog/2025/12/17/7-8-0-happy-holidays/



milestones for 2026

• Improve the reader experience 


• Support starter kits/packs/lists


• Support the Fediverse Auxiliary Service Provider



any questions?



Linkdump

• The official blog: https://activitypub.blog (@activitypub.blog@activitypub.blog)


• GitHub: https://github.com/Automattic/wordpress-activitypub/


• WordPress.org: https://wordpress.org/plugins/activitypub/


• Support Forums: https://wordpress.org/support/plugin/activitypub/


• Docs: https://github.com/Automattic/wordpress-activitypub/

https://activitypub.blog/
https://github.com/Automattic/wordpress-activitypub/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/activitypub/
https://wordpress.org/support/plugin/activitypub/
https://github.com/Automattic/wordpress-activitypub/

